OCS Elementary Campus: 1755 Eldron Blvd. S.E.
Palm Bay, Florida 32909 • 321-733-0442

Odyssey Charter School

OCS Jr. / Sr. High Campus: 1350 Wyoming Drive
S.E. Palm Bay, Florida 32909 • 321-345-4117

NEWSLETTER

Visit our website at www.odysseycharterschool.com

APRIL-MAY 2014
Upcoming Events

Our Mission For Every Child
The mission of Odyssey Charter School is to work in
partnership with the family and community, with the
aim of helping each child reach their full potential in all
areas of life. We seek to educate the whole child with the
understanding that each person must achieve a balance
of intellectual, emotional, physical, spiritual and social
skills as a foundation for life.

2014 Brevard
Riverfest
Sustainability
Award Winner
Our Founder, Ms. Constance Ortiz, and Odyssey Charter School have
been recognized by an elite panel of judges as the 2014 winner of Keep
Brevard Beautiful’s Second Annual Sustainability Award in the Education category. Ms. Constance and Odyssey were selected based on the
visionary design features of the facility and the exemplary implementation efforts of the Founder and school in helping create a sustainable community in Brevard County! Please join us in celebrating our
Founder’s vision and our school mission by attending the Riverfest event
on Saturday April 5, 2014 at the Cocoa Riverfront Park in Cocoa Village.
Festivities begin at 5:00 p.m. For more information, check out http://
keepbrevardbeautiful.wordpress.com/riverfest-2014/
Some highlights from the nomination:
Ms. Constance is a forward-thinking philosopher and entrepreneur, who
has revolutionized public education platforms by developing green and
healthy facility/campus designs that work in partnership with holistic
curriculum to promote student achievement/learning gains, and support health/well-being.
Sustainability, environmental conservation and planet stewardship is an
ingrained philosophy and culture of the school. These efforts are part
of the “green and healthy” education model inherent within the school’s
mission for children that strives to provide students with the skills and
knowledge to lead our citizens of the future with a strong sense of
responsibility to one another and to the planet, and encompasses the
effective use of natural resources.
Ms. Constance created Florida’s FIRST “green” public school building with
sustainability features that include the latest technologies in superior
indoor air quality, solar power, non-toxic building materials and cleaners,
and natural earth parking. Additionally, the school is designated as a
National Wildlife Federation Campus.

APRIL

Apr 2 – Secondary Report Cards Issued
Apr 8 – Field Trip 1st/2nd Grade to Bayside Publix
Apr 8 – Field Trip: Mr. Grimaldi Adv. Sci to Weather
Service Center
Apr 9 – Field Trip: 9th Grade Kayaking in Cocoa
Apr 10 – Last Day of Tutoring
April 10 - KG & New Student Orientation
Elem Campus @ 6:30pm
Apr 11 – Jr/Sr Talent Show
Apr 11 – Rock the FCAT Pep Rally Elem Campus
Apr 11 – Opposite Day (Dress with your clothing
backwards, inside out, and unmatching)
Apr 12 – Hershey Track Meet @ Bayside HS
Apr 14 - May 7 – FCAT 2.0 Testing All 3rd-9th Grades
Apr 15 – OCS Board Meeting @ 5:15pm
Apr 17 – Barnes & Noble Family Literacy Night
Apr 18 – Teacher/Student Holiday
Apr 20-26 – Administrative Professionals Week
Apr 22 – Earth Day
Apr 24 – Fourth Interim Ends
Apr 25 – Dress Down/Clean-Up Day/ Twin Day
(Dress like a friend day)
Apr 26 – Run For Peace – Annual Odyssey 5K
Apr 30 – Elementary & Secondary Interims Issued
MAY

May 2 – Last Day to Order Yearbooks
May 2 – Field Day K-3
May 5-9 – Teacher Appreciation Week
May 5 – Morning Show (PK – 3rd): Sound of Music
May 6 – Civics EOC -7th Grade / Field Day 4-6
May 7 – Title I Math Literacy Night – The Great Pizza
Contest Live Performance 6:30pm
Reservations Required
MAY EVENTS CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE >
The school applies simplistic sustainability practices as well as technological and engineering advances to curriculum and experiential
learning. Some examples of these practices are the use of rain barrels,
a solar powered hydroponic garden, classroom food gardens, native
wildflower/butterfly gardens, recycling/composting programs and an
aquaponic food farm is in development.
In the words of education pioneer, Dr. Maria Montessori,
“An education capable of saving humanity is no small undertaking: it
involves the spiritual development of man, the enhancement of his value
as an individual, and the preparation of young people to times in which
they live.” [Maria Montessori, Education and Peace, translated by Helen
R. Lane].
Ms. Constance, Founder of the Odyssey Education Model, and
Head of Schools, embraces and carries forth these ideals of Dr.
Montessori. We are all fortunate to have the opportunity to share
in this truly magnificent school, its holistic education mission, and,
to be a part of shaping a greener and healthier world for the future. Congratulations and Kudos to Ms. Constance and Odyssey!!
Nomination by Dr. Jane Martin, President, Board of Directors,
Odyssey Schools

April and May FCATs –
How Parents can Prepare
From April 14th - May 1st, students in grades 3rd - 9th will be participating
in the FCAT. All grades are not tested every day. Here is testing schedule.
April 14th - 3rd grade - Reading 1; 4th grade - Reading 1; 5th grade Reading1; 6th grade - Reading1 (computer); 6th Grade Reading 1 (computer);
7th and 8th Grade Math 1&2
April 15th - 3rd grade - Reading2; 4th grade - Reading 2; 5th grade - Reading
2; 6th grade - Reading 2 (computer); 8th Grade Science 1&2/ 6th Grade Reading
2 (computer)
April 16th - 3rd grade - Math 1; 4th grade - Math 1; 5th grade - Science 1;
6th grade - Reading (make-ups); 7th Grade Reading 1 (Computer)
April 17th - 3rd grade - Math 2; 4th grade - Math 2; 5th grade - Science 2;
6th grade - Reading (make-ups); 7th Grade Reading 2 (computer)
April 18th - No school
April 21st - Make-ups from 1st week; 7th Grade Reading 1 (computer)
April 22nd - 6th grade - Math, part 1&2; 7th Grade Reading 2 (computer); 8th
Grade Reading (Session 1) CBT/6th Grade Math 1&2 (computer)
April 23rd - 6th grade - Math make-ups; 8th Grade Reading 2 (computer);
9th Grade Reading 1 (computer)
April 24th - 8th Grade Reading 1 (computer); 9th Grade Reading 2 (computer)
April 25th - 8th Grade Reading 2 (computer)
April 28th - 5th grade - Math 1(computer); 8th Grade Reading 1 (computer)
April 29th - 5th grade Math 2(computer); 8th Grade Reading 2 (computer)
April 30th - 5th grade Math make-ups; 7th-9th makeups
May 1st - 5th grade Math make-ups
Parents can play a crucial role in helping students prepare for the FCAT.
Here are some things parents can do at home to help your children prepare
for the assessments:
The Night before the tests: Take time to set up for the morning, setting out
clothing and school supplies. This will help your family not be rushed the day
of the tests. Please also make sure your child gets enough sleep the night
before the tests (and all other days, as well.)
On the day of the tests: Talk to your child about the importance of the tests!
You are your child’s biggest cheerleader. Don’t place so much pressure on
doing well that the child panics the day of the test. Your child has been
learning what he needs to know since the first day of school. Help your
child start the morning of tests as positively as possible. If disorganization is
part of the morning routine, make sure that pencils, papers and clothes are
ready the night before. A few extra minutes of time may be beneficial so that
the child will be more relaxed and not feel rushed.
Morning of the tests: A nutritious breakfast is important every day,
especially for the days of tests. The brain needs fuel to be at its best!
Please make sure that your child eats a healthy breakfast and has a
healthy snack and water for the test day.

Bus Transportation
Updates
Due to construction on Palm Bay Road and
Minton we may be changing times and bus
numbers for a portion of our students. We
apologize for any inconvenience the changes
may cause. However, safety and possible delays
make adjustments to our routes necessary. If
you have any questions about your child’s route
or pick up time or if you have any questions/concerns about busing in
general, please contact Mike Davis, Dean of Students, at 321-345-4117 or at
davism@odysseycharterschool.com.

Upcoming Events CONTINUED
MAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

May 7 – Morning Show (4th – 6th): Sound of Music
May 8 – Biology EOC – 9th Grade
May 8 – Field Trip: 3rd Grade to Lori Wilson Park
May 8 – Field Trip: 4th Grade to St. Augustine
May 9 – Field Trip: 5th Grade to Brevard Zoo
May 9 – Field Trip: 8th Grade to Universal
May 9 – Field Trip: Safety Patrol to Busch Gardens
May 12-23 – MAP Testing
May 13 – Algebra I EOC
May 13 – District Writing Assessment
May 13 – Field Trip: 1st/2nd Grade to King Center
May 14 – Student Awards Night: Grades 1st-3rd
May 14 – 7th Grade End-of-year Field Trip
May 15 – Student Awards Night: Grades 4th-6th
May 16 – Evening Show: Sound of Music @ 6:30pm,
Elem campus
May 16 –Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast
May 16 – Crazy Hat and Crazy Sock Day
May 20 – Geometry EOC
May 22 – 7-9 Field Day
May 23 – Odyssey 15th Year Anniversary -- Founder’s Day
& Celebration, OCS Board Meeting, Dress Up Day
(Suits, ties, dresses & more…)
May 26 – Memorial Day – Holiday for All
May 27 – Early Release @ 1:30/2:30pm
May 28 – Early Release @ 1:30/2:30pm
May 28 – VPK Graduation @2:30pm
May 29 – Early Release @ 1:30/2:30pm
May 29 – Elem report Cards Issued
May 29 – 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony (Tentative Date)
May 29 – End of Second Semester – Last Day of School
May 30 – Post-Planning Day for Teachers
May 30 – Big Red Bus Blood Drive @ OCS Elem Campus
May 30 – VPK Registration 5:00-6:00pm
SUMMER

June 9-14 – Early Registration
June 19 – VPK Round Up
July 28-29 – Elementary Orientation
Aug 1-2 – Jr/Sr Orientation

Barnes & Noble Book Fair Night
Our annual Barnes & Noble book fair night is scheduled for
Thursday, April 17th from 5:00-7:00PM. Beside enjoying the Titan
Tea and getting a sneak peek at the summer reading selections,
Odyssey’s Got Talent performers and Glee club students will be
performing at the event.

Class of
2017 Freshman
Adventure
Days
Odyssey Charter School’s ninth graders have several exciting field
trips quickly approaching! On April 9th, the students will travel to
Cocoa Beach for a kayaking adventure where they will see some
amazing marine and wildlife. On May 2nd, the students will travel
for a day of fun and excitement to celebrate the end of their
freshman year at Busch Gardens in Tampa, Florida. Finally, the
students will show their Titan pride at a Manatee’s game (farm
club for the Milwaukee Brewers) on May 6th. What a great way to
end the first year of high school!

Best Pizza In Town –
Title I Math Family
Literacy Night
Bringing families and school
together for a dinner and
performance and JOIN US FOR
OUR UPCOMING MAY FAMILY EVENT on Wednesday May 7th – 6:30 p.m. In
cooperation with the King Center Theatre for Youth & Outreach Program,
hosted by Odyssey Charter School, The Great Pizza Contest is a live performance featuring Vincent Van Dough and Leonardo Da Munchi. Join us on
a journey to the town of Mozzarella, where it’s funny, punny, and always
sunny. We will run, pogo stick, and take a jet-pack to this odd town to
meet two feuding pizza makers and brush up on some of our math skills
while there. Dinner will be served and like all good cafés, a reservation is
required. Please call Ms. Gonzalez at 321.733.0442, ext 425, for additional
details.

Jr/Sr High End-Of-Course Exams (EOCs)
Recent legislation has mandated end-of-course (EOC) testing for students
taking Algebra 1, Geometry, Biology 1, and Civics, and U.S. History. The
end-of-course exams will count as 30% of the student’s final course grade
beginning this school year. Students will now receive a final course grade
that reflects the work of the entire year and must include the grade on the
EOC exam. As a result of these changes, credit will no longer be awarded .5
credit at the end of each semester. Instead, one full credit will be awarded
at the end of the year for students with a passing final course grade. Note:
This only applies to EOC courses. Any full-year student, at any grade level,
who is enrolled in an EOC course will take the EOC in lieu of the second
semester exam.
For the report card, teachers of EOC courses assign all nine-week grades,
give a first semester exam, and calculate both the first and second
semester averages. Please be aware that, unless the law changes, there
are certain cohorts and groups which still have other EOC requirements,
especially for Algebra 1. Students who began 9th grade in 2011-12 or
2012-13, as well as middle school students, must also pass the Algebra 1
EOC to earn credit in the course.
• EOC courses are a part of a yearlong system rather than a
semester system.
• Credit is not awarded until the end of the course, typically at
the end of the year.
• Students receive a final course grade in addition to semester
averages.
• The student’s final course grade is not based solely on grades
assigned by the teacher, but includes performance on the
EOC state assessment.
• A grading scale was created to convert EOC scores into
letter grades that will count in place of the second semester
exam.
• There will be a delay in knowing the final course grade in an EOC
course until scores are reported by the state.
• CIVICS EOC: The Civics EOC will be given in at the end of the
2013-14 school year in lieu of a second semester exam. During
this first year, a 30% pass/fail system will be used to calculate the
final course grade.

Fun Run
Spring is here and it is time to
pull out those sneakers and get
ready for Odyssey’s upcoming
Run for Peace. We are excited
to announce that this year’s
5K fun run/walk will be held at
Palm Bay Regional Park. This
beautiful park is located at 1951
Malabar Road NW, Palm Bay.
The Run for Peace is a non-timed event for both runners and walkers, however for safety and security no animals will be allowed.
The entry fee is $15 each or $40 for a family of three or more.
Proceeds from this event will go towards our growing athletic programs and to help support Odyssey’s 15th Anniversary Celebration
with our Founder’s Education and Peace Garden. Participants will
receive a tee-shirt and goodie bag. To make sure you get a shirt in
your size please make sure to sign up at the front desk no later than
April 23rd.
Race packets will be available for pick up at the school on April
24th and 25th and at 6:30am the day of the event. For more information or to volunteer for this exciting event contact cappsm@
odysseycharterschool.com.

Odyssey Charter School Yearbook
STILL ON SALE		

Last call to purchase the 2013-2014 Odyssey Charter School yearbook. The yearbook is hardback and has 112 color pages. There are
less than 100 copies remaining. Bring a $25 check or money order
to your homeroom teacher. When they are gone, they are gone—
so get yours now!

Odyssey Charter Upper Campus
Career Day May 9
The Upper Campus will be celebrating our Second Annual Career
Day on May 9 from 8:45am to 2:30 pm. We would like to invite any
Odyssey Community member who is willing to speak about their
careers to our Upper Campus Students. Please contact Mr.Ayala at
ayalar@odysseycharterschool.com if you would like participate or
have any questions.

The Hills are
Alive with
the Sound
of Music Odyssey Charter School
Annual Performance

The dates for the EOCs are listed below.
May 6th – Civics EOC | May 7th – Civics EOC | May 8th – Biology
May 13th – Algebra | May 20th - Geometry

Both the upper and
lower campus Glee Clubs
and Orchestras will be performing The Sound of Music in the lower
campus cafe during the month of May.

If you have any questions about EOC testing, please contact Ms. Bonnie
Moravecky, Jr/Sr High Guidance, at moraveckyb@odysseycharterschool.
com or see an administrator.

Student Performances:
PreK-3rd – May 5th 9:30AM; 4th-6th – May 7th 9:30AM
Family Performance: May 16 – 6:30PM, Elem campus

Odyssey
15th Year
Anniversary
– A day of Celebration and
Dedication to our
Founder/Head of Schools
This May commemorates the 15th year anniversary of Odyssey Charter School!! On May 23rd, the school will celebrate our Founder and
Head of Schools, Ms. Constance Ortiz, by dedicating a Peace Pole and
Education Garden in her honor at the original Eldron Blvd. campus.
Without Ms. Constance, the school simply would not exist; but because of her, thousands of students have been able to experience an
education of unparalleled excellence and opportunity.
As we mark this occasion, it is fitting to reflect upon the history of the
school and its creation. In the 1990’s, Ms. Constance, a Montessori
teacher and single parent of 3 children, observed a need for a different kind of school. With a dream of offering children an education
that addresses the whole child and the relationship between learning
potential and the learning environment (both physical and cultural),
Ms. Constance created the Odyssey Holistic Education Model. The
mission of the school: to work in partnership with the family and
the community to help each child reach full potential in all areas of
life. The premise: to educate the whole child with the understanding
that each person must achieve a balance of intellectual, emotional,
physical, spiritual and social skills as a foundation for life. The Odyssey
education model combines the best practices in education and child
development with the best practices in healthy living and environmental stewardship.
In the school’s inaugural year, 1999, Odyssey served 112 students
within the rented spaces of a church building. In addition to running
all aspects of the school, Ms. Constance worked tirelessly to continue
to develop and grow the unique mission and vision for children’s
education. Due to the strength of her convictions, her innate wisdom,
her dedicated efforts and her enduring love for children, Ms. Constance brought together diverse groups of supporters and raised
millions of dollars to fund Florida’s first “green and healthy” public
school building. In 2005, a school unlike any other opened its doors
and welcomed students in grades K – 8. Today, over 1100 students
attend Odyssey, a grade “A”, award winning, high performance, SACS
accredited, healthy “whole school” that includes nutritious, whole
foods and made-from-scratch, delicious meals. A culture of peace,
of respect, of tolerance and appreciation for individuality, guides the
school community. Connections to nature and a focus on experiential learning are additional pillars in Odyssey’s whole school-whole
child education model.
Odyssey remains the life work and legacy of Ms. Constance. She is the
glue that has kept Odyssey together since writing the original charter
in 1998. Ms. Constance is the behind-the-scenes mover and shaker,
always inspiring us to make greater strides and raise the achievement
levels for our children. Ms. Constance continues every day to lead and
direct the educational programs. We are very fortunate to have such
a talented, committed, and capable woman in our midst!
Please, take a moment of time to reflect on the creation of Odyssey,
and to show your appreciation to Ms. Constance when you see her,
regardless of where, whether it is in the hallways, the classrooms or in
the gardens. Consider writing your thoughts down as we will be selecting several inspiring student essays on peace and on the Odyssey
education model to read aloud at the dedication ceremony in May.
“Ms. Constance, on behalf of our entire community, we appreciate
all that you do each and every day for our school. We thank you for
dedicating your life to providing children with a healthy learning
environment in which to grow and develop their own successes and
dreams!”
~Sincerely, Dr. Jane Martin, OCS Board President

National
Walk/Bike
to School
Day
Odyssey Elementary
and Jr/Sr High will be
celebrating our 2nd Annual National Bike to School Day on May 7, 2014.
Please take a few minutes to walk or ride to school with your students
on this special day. Additional personnel and volunteers will be at key
locations to help make the passage to school a safe one. Here are some
reasons to support walking and bicycling to school from http://www.
walkbiketoschool.org/
It Promotes Healthy Habits - The trip to school is a chance for children
(and adults) to get the physical activity they need each day.
It Helps Promote a Cleaner Environment - Replacing car trips
to school with walking or bicycling can reduce congestion and
air-pollution.
It Builds Positive Community Relations - Reducing traffic congestion,
boosting a sense of community, and improving neighborhood connections is a benefit to the whole community.

Odyssey Titan Field Days
Spring is upon us and the end of the school year is in sight. One of
the traditions of celebrating the end of the school year is to have a
Field Day. A Field Day is a school day full of fun and games. We usually have it off-campus at a Palm Bay park with a barbeque lunch. The
school provides the transportation to the park and back to school on
that day. We will be having three Field Days this year; one for grades
K-3, 4-6, and 7-9. Tentative dates are listed below:
May 2 – K-3 Field Day
May 6 – 4-6 Field Day
May 22 – 7-9 Field Day
We will need Volunteer help and donations of food for the barbeque
lunch to make these Days fun and rewarding for our students. More
specific information will be coming soon.

The Importance of Student Voice
The Jr/Sr High School has established a virtual drop box at studentvoice@odysseycharterschool.com as an avenue for students to email
school staff with suggestions to improve our school and to report
bullying or conflict resolution needs. All emails will be held in confidence and will be used to continue to create a positive school culture
and community.
The Elementary site also a virtual drop box where students can email
suggestions/ideas/concerns about the school to the school staff. The
email address for the lower elementary campus is titanpride@odysseycharterschool.com.
Both campuses are also placing an “old school” suggestion box in the
cafeteria for the same purpose.

Class of 2018 - 8th Grade
Gradventure to Universal Studios
On May 9th, our 8th grade students will be traveling to Universal
Studios in Orlando. This will be the first year that our 8th graders will be
participating in the GRADventure. Odyssey students will be joined by
8th graders throughout the state of Florida for an evening filled of roller
coasters and fun with their classmates. Our students have done fundraising throughout the year to help pay for this exciting trip.

Montessori
Village Green’s
VPK Orientation
and Registration
Friday May 30th
Odyssey Charter School will
be having it’s Preschool and
Voluntary Preschool (VPK)
Orientation Night on May 30th
from 6:00-7:00pm. Orientation
will be held in the Café at 6:00PM. We will provide a brief presentation
of our program and a walking tour of our Montessori classrooms. All
families that received acceptance letters should plan on attending.
Registration Packets for the 2014-2015 school year will be given at
the end of the tour. Please bring the following to the orientation:
(1) Your child’s birth certificate, (2) Current immunization form,
(3) Physical form, (4) VPK Voucher, (5) IEP (if applicable).
Montessori Village Green offers a Montessori based Early Childhood
Education Program for children 3 years old – VPK. VPK is a free 3-hour
Voluntary Preschool Program to all children turning 4 years old on or
before September 1, 2014. All students that attend Odyssey for VPK
will have priority enrollment into Odyssey’s Kindergarten Program.
Please visit the following website http://www.elcbrevard.org/p/232/
registration-information to learn if your child qualifies and how to
receive your voucher. If you have not received your voucher before
then, you plan on attending. For questions regarding our Montessori
Preschool and VPK programs, please contact Nina Santos, Program
Director, at 321-733-0442 ext. 126 or by email at
santosn@odysseycharterschool.com.

Bully Busters: Everyone
is Responsible for
Addressing Bullying
Please take a few minutes to talk with your children
about bullying. It is important to note that bullying is
not the same as conflict – conflicts occur between
2 individuals and they work on conflict resolution using problem
solving skills. Bullying occurs when behaviors (systematic and chronically inflicting physical hurt or psychological distress on a target) are
repeated often; purposeful/intentional rather than a mistake; and an
imbalance of power exists between the bully and the target.
Together, we can build a community that is kind and compassionate.
For more information on strategies to address bullying, please visit the
National Stop Bullying website at http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/
what-you-can-do/, watch webisodes on bullying with your child at
http://www.stopbullying.gov/kids/webisodes/index.html, and review
the tips on the National Education Association’s website at http://www.
nea.org/home/51629.htm

March Scholastic
Elementary
Book Fair

– Reading our way into Spring!
Thank you to everyone that helped make the March Scholastic Book Fair
a huge success! Our sales were up this spring, with a total of $6780.69!
The school media center will be receiving over $3000 in Scholastic dollars and $600 in cash. The funds will be used to enhance and develop
the media collection. Over $700 of Scholastic dollars were used to put
new books for our classroom libraries. We had almost 40 volunteer hours
worked during our spring fair. Thank you to all the volunteers and staff
that made the book fair possible!

Odyssey
Adventure
Summer
Camp
Students will begin their summer by exploring Florida’s eco system and
the part we play in this diverse environment. Through hands on learning
students will discover the delicate balance in Florida’s environmental
systems. Campers will create a plan of action to restore and preserve
resources found on and around the school’s nature trails and gardens.
As students learn about their surroundings and the importance of caring for the Environment, their foundation for exploration has been set
and the possibilities are endless! This promises to be a summer filled
with fun. Students will Journey to Space, Around the World, Through the
Human Body, and back home to Odyssey’s We’ve Got Talent!
Ages: Incoming Kindergarten -6th
School Readiness Provider
Dates: June 9, 2014-August 8, 2014 Closed July 4th
Free: Breakfast and Lunch
Camp activities include indoor and outdoor games, special theme
related days and projects, Guest Speakers, Movie and Popcorn Day,
On-Site Field Trips, weekly off site Field Trips, educational enrichment
activities, while encouraging friendships and teamwork! Summer Camp
offers a low teacher to student ratio for individual attention and care.
Registration forms will be out in mid- April. See you there!

Parent Information Nights
Please keep your eyes peeled for our invitation to come to our Jr/Sr High
Parent Information Nights! We have had some already for parents who
are enrolled and are opening up sessions for other interested parents.
The OCS Jr/Sr High Parent Information Nights are held on Thursdays
starting at 5:30PM for 7th and 8th grade students and 6:30PM for 9th
and 10th grade students.

OCS Facebook and Emails
As part of our continuing effort to keep everyone “in the loop”, please
look for emails from the school through our Google list serve. To sign
up, go to our website http://www.odysseycharterschool.com/ and in the
bottom right hand corner put in your email under the word SUBSCRIBE.
Also, check out our Facebook page for current events!

Gator Time

- Joe Cohen’s Visit to Jr/Sr High
Odyssey Jr/Sr High students were fortunate to have former NFL and University of
Florida football star Joe Cohen come to
visit in March. The former Gator spoke to
student-athletes about his story, the importance of receiving a quality education,
and doing the right thing in and out of
school. After speaking to the students Mr.
Cohen stayed and signed autographs.

Fun Town Skate Night
– Raised almost $500 for the Founder’s Education and Peace Garden

Classroom Happenings!
1st/2nd Grade Academic Updates
1st/2nd Grade students are becoming Spalding Superstars! The
children are demonstrating understanding of different phonemes/
phonograms and the rules associated with them to help them improve
their reading skills. Throughout the day, the children are pointing out
the phonemes and the little sayings that go with them when they see
them in books and in their writing. Check it out - Consider taking a look
at the youtube video overviewing all of the phonograms https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=WP_9o6_eJvQ and discuss them with your
child or check out the Spalding website http://www.spalding.org/index.
php?tname=support&p=cues.
1st/2nd grade students are also becoming radical readers working on
daily habits of reading, writing, and working independently that will lead
to a lifetime of literacy independence. Every day, all 1st and 2nd grade
students work in small reading groups for guided reading practice. Students are placed in a reading level according to their ability based upon
the RAZ Kids and other formative assessments. Ask your child each day
what they have learned in their reading groups, including at least one
new vocabulary word that they did not know before joining the guided
groups. This repeat exposure is important to literacy development.
The Writing Workshop is also being implemented throughout the
1st/2nd grade team. Important themes, like creating characters in our
writing, studying mentor texts to improve student writing, experimenting with writing by using big feelings, precise words, and repetition are
being taught each week. Through these themes, we are learning about
major genres like poetry and realistic fiction. In Ms. Bernardo and Talavera’s classes, students participated in a Writing Celebration, where they
shared their publications with friends and family.
All 1st/2nd grade classes are implementing Core Knowledge in our
Language Art lessons to align our objectives with the Common Core
State Standards. Just last week, students were able to apply skills such
as answering questions using facts from the reading, replacing and selecting the appropriate pronoun in a sentence, and using conjunctions
to write extended sentences.
On Academic Enrichment Fridays, several 1st and 2nd grade students
are working on STEM projects and other enrichment and extension
activities.

3rd Grade – Do you know what you are eating?
Our 3rd grade classes have been learning how to read food labels in
recent nutrition lessons. The students were able to identify healthy and
unhealthy ingredients out the daily ingredients in their regular meals
and what they might want to consider adding or subtracting to maintain healthy bodies. They also enjoyed growing some tasty lettuce!

5th Grade – Is Cursive
Important?
Writing Prompt
Here is a photo of the recent Florida
Today article on the importance of
cursive writing with some of the
student responses attached. Below
is a caption that one student wrote
about the assignment, which
combined the research, planning &
organizational strategies they learned from Writer’s Workshop.
“This Morning Work topic was about if students should be taught cursive or
not. My opinion was, yes, I think they should because it can help them later
in life. Cursive can save you time since it’s faster. If you know how to write
in cursive later in life you will be able to sign your signature for job applications and other important documents.”
~Sage Bowman (5th grade, Breinlinger/Forrest)

6th Grade Literature Circles – Bringing Books to Life!
How do you bring a book to life? You participate in Literature Circle
Roles! By taking the role of a Questioner, Passage Master, Word Wizard,
Scene Setter, Illustrator, Summarizer, Researcher or Connector, 6th grade
students in Ms. Rosati’s class are actively participating in the unfolding
of a story plot. Sixth grade students at the OCS Elementary campus
are currently reading the book “Outcasts United” by Warren St. John. To
“connect” this book to their daily lives, the students invited a former professional soccer player and soccer coach, Adriane Moo, to speak with the
students about his worldly travels and how to have a lifestyle focused
on positive relationships, teamwork, discipline, and integrity.

Jr/Sr High School Math News
What do you think about when you hear the words, “Jr/Sr High School
Math”? Some adults may think back to their school days and these
words may come to mind:
Boredom? Worksheets? More Worksheets? Frustration?
Lack of Motivation? Fear?
But here at Odyssey Charter School, a Jr/Sr High School Math Classroom
can be fun, exciting and innovative. Take a peek inside of a middle
school classroom and see what words come to your mind now:

3rd Grade – Literature Circles and Math News
On Friday afternoons, the third grade classes have merged and students
are grouped into literature circles. The students are exploring how good
authors can engage the reader with wonderful stories and great writing.
The literature groups are excited to dig deep into the classics, such as
Pollyanna, Clementine, Boxcar Children, and Aliens.
In math, students are working on deepening their basic computation
and word problem skills. Look how students are demonstrating their
understanding using a “thumbs up.”

Hands-on! Self- Discovery! Collaboration! Engagement!
Infused! Real World! Technology!

Past Events, Awards
and Accolades
Odyssey Charter School
National Honor Societies
Congratulations to all of the new inductees to the Odyssey Charter
School National Honor Societies. We are proud of these students because of their motivated efforts to meet the high achievement expectations for these prestigious societies. Special thanks to our Society sponsors: Glenn Hoffman (Tri-M), Michelle Sutton and Elizabeth Frank (NEHS),
Stephanie Williams (NJHS), and Karina Warren (NJAHS).

National Junior Art Honor Society
The National Junior Art Honor Society (NJAHS) is for middle and junior
high school students (grades 6-9) that have shown outstanding ability
and interest in art.
Inductees: Maya Bachman, Sylvia Cassler, Amanda Donofrio, Alexandra
Duffield, Cia Forbidussi, Raven Jones, Camry Lindner, Tiffany Owens,
Mia Porchiazzo, Lexine Sibert
Past Members: Lauren Anderson, Taylor Oakes, Alison Brignol

Tri-M Music Honor Society
The Tri-M Music Honor Society, formerly known as Modern Music Masters, is a middle and high school honor society of the National Association for Music Education (NAfME). It is designed to recognize students
for their academic and musical achievements and to provide leadership
and service opportunities to young musicians.
Congratulations to the new Tri-M
Member Inductees: Arianna Fuentes,
Angi Derisance, Vivica Moore,
Vladislav Stavtcev, Myriam Mehu ,
Izabella Nesmith, Danicha St. Amour,
Saylore Twigg
Past Members:
Imani Nesbitt – President
Anika Flewellyn – Vice President

National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS)
The National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS) recognizes elementary
students for their outstanding academic achievement, demonstrated
personal responsibility, meaningful service and leadership skills.
Inductees: Kaylee Abramovsm, Keithlyn Alves, Christian Barton,
Kobie Brandon, Emily Broom, Amireh Clarke, Clyren-Gabriel Goddard,
Asher Dorfman, Skyy Ferry, Cullen Fry, Justin Henry, Meghan Knaple,
Saniyah Latore, Jalyna Maestre, Olivia Menashe, Michaela Creighton,
Alanna Morrow, Michelle Parra-Rojas, Kendyll Perrini, Mikayla Porchiazzo,
Cole Sandberg, Sara Quintero, Lee Tavalaro, Trinity Vega, Macy Ysaguirre
Past Members:
Andres CarlosTamez, Charles
Coughlin,
Abrielle Aubin,
Jacob Anderson,
Elizabeth Harris,
Genevieve
Archibald,
Sydney Skinner,
Riley Sibol, Mia
Porchiazzo, Danicha St. Amour, Darby KoobJosue Colon, Michal Pineda

District Science
Fair Winners
& Science
Presenter
Congratulations to our Brevard
County Science Fair winners!
Odyssey Charter School Elementary had two students place
at the district science fair and
one student place at the highly
competitive Secondary Level:
Alana Morrow, 4th grade, won a
5th place ribbon for the Physical
Science division; Zyandra Thomas,
5th grade, won 4th place in the
Biological Science division; and
Jesse Martin, 7th grade, placed
2nd place in the Animal Sciences
Category of the South Brevard
County Regional Science and
Engineering Fair, Junior Division
(grades 6-8).

5th Grade 1st Place Winner
(Biological Science) and
District 4th Place Winner –
Zyandra Thomas

Kudos to 7th grader Jesse
Martin, who in addition to
winning 2nd place in his division, had the honor of being
invited to the 2014 Indian
River Lagoon Symposium
on Lagoon BioDiversity at
Florida Atlantic University,
Harbor Branch Oceanographic
Institute, in Ft. Pierce recently.
Representing OCS well, Jesse
was the youngest “scientist” in
attendance at the event.

National Junior Honor Society (NJHS)
The National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) is focused on recognizing outstanding middle and high students for their demonstrated excellence in
the areas of Scholarship, Leadership, Service, Character and Citizenship
for NJHS).
Inductees: Skye Cronje, Jesse Martin, Leonor Torres, Emily Cardona, Tiajah
Henry, Peri Gaughran, Tyrese Laverdure, Ester Gomez, Jordan Wiggins,
Adriana Gonzalez,
Emily Kline,
Brianna Smith
Past Members:
Caitlin Lenti - President
Layla Pineda – Vice President
Katie Pistarelli – Secretary
Matthew Ibonnet – Treasurer

4th Grade 1st Place Winner and District 5th place
Winner (Physical Science)
– Alana Morrow

7th Grade 1st Place Winner
and District 2nd Place Winner
– Jesse Martin

Great job to all of our
Scientists!

Spring Semi-Formal
Dance

District Art Fair
Winner

On March 14th, our 6th-9th grade
students enjoyed a semi-formal dance.
Students from all grades came and spent
time together dancing and laughing.
A big thank you to Julius Sheinman for
DJing the dance. All of the money raised
from tickets sales at the event went
toward the 8th grade GRADventure trip
to Universal Studios.

Congratulations to 4th grade student
Mikayla Porchiazzo who won 1st place
in her grade for 2D Art at the Brevard
Public Schools District Art Fair.

6th Grade Wowed
by Forever Florida
Field Trip
On March 5th the sixth grade class
went on a field trip to Forever
Florida. It was a trip of full of new
experiences including: a swamp
buggy eco safari through the wetlands and ranch lands.

Odyssey Sports Year-In-Review
– GO TITANS!
The Odyssey Titans sports teams grew tremendously this year. Students and parents were excited about all of the sport offerings. Odyssey participated in the Space Coast Christian League competing well
against schools like Holy Trinity, Royal Palm Charter, Viera Charter, Indian
Harbour Montessori, Calvary, Community Christian, Ascension, Creel
Elementary, Brevard Christian, Imagine, and Park Avenue. The league has
been a very good experience for our student athletes.
OCS elementary had 161 student athletes participating in the following
sports this year: Basketball 5th/6th, Cheerleading 5th/6th, Flag Football
5th/6th, Soccer K/1st-2nd/3rd-4th, Track 3rd-6th, and Volleyball 5th/6th.
Next year, we hope to add soccer for the 5th/6th and a football skills
program for grades 1st/2nd – 3rd/4th. The sports programs would not
have been successful without the coaches. Many thanks to Mr. and Mrs.
Bernardo, Ms. Koenig, Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Rosati, Mrs. Marcus, Mr. Aubin,
Mr. Knaple, Mrs. Carmela, Mr. Trillo, Mr. Haywood, Mr. Gianantonio, Mrs.
Chapman, and Mrs. Desmarais. We also want to give a Titan Thanks the
team parents who were always in attendance to support these athletes!
Special Congratulation goes out to the 5th/6th flag football to their 2nd
place in the tournament!
The middle school sports programs were also very successful this year.
Student athletes had a chance to play basketball, soccer, track, and volleyball. Our first season of co-ed soccer went very well also. Next year,
we hope to add flag football back to our program. Again, these programs would not have been successful without the following coaches
like Mr. Breese, Mr. Morgan, and Mr. Padilla and our supportie parents.
Special Congratulations to the middle school boys’ basketball team
placed 2nd in the Space Coast Christian League.
We would also like to thank our athletic director, Coach Castro, for helping us have another great year. Titan PRIDE!

Odyssey’s Got Talent –
Elementary Performance
In March, select students performed a wide range of talents on the Odyssey stage, including singing, dancing, acrobatics/gymnastics, martial
arts, music composition, and instrumental performances. Congratulations to all of the Odyssey’s Got Talent Performers.

4th Grade Indian
River Lagoon
Preservation
Field Trip
The 4th grade team went to visit the
Indian River Lagoon in March. A
month’s worth of hard work and
studying paid off once we got to the Lagoon. The students knew all
about the different species of wild life that lives in and around the
Indian River Lagoon. Did you know that there are over 4,000 species of
wild life that lives around the Lagoon? Once we arrived at the Indian
River Lagoon we showed off our knowledge. The students had the opportunity to go on a scavenger hunt and participate in an enviroscape
activity. While on the scavenger hunt, the students spotted an alligator!
The enviroscape taught the students all about how their involvement
in their community will affect the Indian River Lagoon. After all that
knowledge, the fourth grade students are now Lagoonies.

Kindergarten Irish Visitor
On March 21st, the Odyssey kindergarten classes had a special treat!
Dublin, Ireland native, David Keane, Mrs. Keane’s husband, entertained
the children with the history and culture of Ireland. We learned a few
phrases in Irish, listened and danced to Irish music, and learned to play
the bodhran, an ancient Irish drum. We learned a lot about Ireland and
had a Nollaig (happy) day!
Grievance Procedures
Step 1: Request Teacher conference to clarify issue
Step 2: Contact Principal if unresolved with the teacher
Step 3: **Contact Board Designated Parent Representative
Step 4: Contact the President of the Governing Board
Step 5: Present issue at the next monthly Board Meeting if unresolved
Step 6: Seek mediation with the Sponsor
**Mrs. Wendi Nolder has been designated by the OCS Board of Directors as the
Representative to Facilitate Parental Involvement, provide access to information,
assist parents and others with questions and concerns, and resolve disputes
according to charter requirements. Mrs. Nolder can be reached at
nolderw@odysseyprepacademy.com or 321-345-4117, ext. 129.

